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Mr. Robbin’s Nest 
 
 

Since most people consider the start of school to 
commence in the fall and with the official start of 
autumn being last Tuesday, we are really off to a fast 
start!  I hope you were able to attend our Curriculum 
Nights last week so you can learn what our students have 
learned so far and what the rest of the year will look like 
for their learning. 
 
Each year, our school selects goals for our own emphasis 
on learning.  It also allows us to focus our energies 
towards a common purpose and establish a cooperative, 
community working together for student success. This 
year, our goals are: 

- Students will improve their learning in the area 
of reading. 

- Students will more readily utilize technology to 
assist in their learning. 

These goals will have specific action plans that will help 
us mark our progress towards their success.  These will 
be shared in future communications throughout the year. 
 
The majority of our professional development will 
revolve around these two goals.  Each early release day, 
such as Sept. 25, we have professional development 
activities that further our ability to teach and enhance 
student learning.  For example, our plan for Sept. 25 is 
for kindergarten to work with our Reading Consultant, 
MaryPat Leger, to integrating guided reading and 
reader’s workshop in a more systematic matter.  First 
and second grade teachers along with specials teachers 
will be working with Robin Nardini, our Technology 
Specialist, to improve their understanding of Smart 
Boards and find strong curricular links to use with the 
kids.  I will be working with 3rd grade teachers to 
analyze the Connecticut Mastery Scores from 2009 to 
make sure we continue to replicate our successes along 
with target areas that need further improvement.  As you 

can tell, we are able to stay very busy – even without the 
kids! 
 
Thank you again for your continued support and 
willingness to share your children with us!  As always, if 
you have any questions or comments, feel free to contact 
me. 
 
Who’s New – 
Ginger Harms – Ms. Harms is a paraeducator in our 
Learning Lab.  She previously worked at Connecticut 
Center for Child Development and is pursuing her 
Applied Behavior Analysis certification. 
 
 
Veteran’s Day 
Veteran’s Day will be celebrated at Cherry Brook on 
Wednesday, November 11. Our schedule will be: 
1:15 – 2:00 Luncheon 
2:00 – 2:30 Assembly 
2:30 – 3:15 Classroom Visits (for those Veterans who 
chose to stay).  
If you are a veteran or know one who would like to 
participate, please contact Tina McCarthy (693-7721). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Check Mate 
If anyone is interested, the 6th 
Annual New England Scholastic 
Chess Championships will be held 
at the Sheraton Bradley Hotel on 
10/31 and 11/1.  Please contact 

John Sherman @ jsherman@cantonschools.org to 
discuss further.  Chess Club will resume in January. 
 
 
 

 
 
FROM THE OFFICE OF 
OUR READING 
SPECIALISTS 
 

Welcome back! We hope you have all had a fun, experience filled 
summer and together with family and friends have explored the world 
around you and the worlds within books.  

Most of you by now have probably heard your child talking about “Just 
Right Books.” These books are right at your child’s independent reading 
level. This means your child can read almost all of the words on each 
page and the plot line, number of characters, degree of literary 
techniques, such as flashbacks and foreshadowing or parallel plots is 
appropriate for your child’s cognitive ability and maturity. There is more 
to identifying a “Just Right Book” than having the child read the words 
on the page. The child must be able to understand the story too. We are 
fortunate there are so many wonderful children’s books available today 
that even a voracious reader can find books that are “Just Right” without 
moving to a higher level beyond their understanding. Building “Reading 
Muscle” is just like building body muscle. You don’t start out at the gym 
with a ten-pound weight, that strains your muscles after a few tries. You 
start with a 1 or 2 pound weight that you can easily lift repeatedly for 20 
or 30 times each day. So it also should be for reading. It is the repetition 
that builds the muscle and stamina. It is best for your child to read 
something that he or she can easily read for 20–30 minutes each day 
rather than to struggle with a text that is too difficult to read (saying the 
words) and understand (being able to retell and discuss the story with 
someone else). Of course, as time goes by and your child builds his or 
her “reading muscle” he/she will be able to read books with more 
challenging vocabulary, sentence structure, literary techniques, plot 
lines, and more complex characters. Even a “gifted” reader should be 
encouraged to read a broader selection of books at or near his/her grade 
level, rather than moving up to material that may not be age appropriate 
in content. Also, it is fine for a child to revisit books they have enjoyed 
earlier in their reading careers. As adults we don’t always read books 
that are pushing our limits as readers. It is OK to read that Sci-Fi book or 
romance novel or even a children’s novel as an adult and to honestly 
enjoy the experience and the characters we meet. Well, this is also true 
for our young readers. Remember, they don’t always have to push their 
reading ability limits, to benefit from (building reading muscle and 
stamina) and enjoy reading. We want all our children to fall in love with 
reading. Reading “Just Right Books” makes reading a pleasurable 
experience; one that our children enjoy while reading, and also enjoy 
after they are done when they think about a story or character at a later 
time. Below are some guidelines to help you and your child identify a 
“Just Right Book.”  Happy Reading,  

MaryPat Leger & Chris Woods - CBPS Reading Specialists 
 

  
 
 

 

Finding a “Just Right Book” “The Goldilocks Strategy”  
 

Easy Books: They help your child to read fluently (smoothly and with proper 
inflection), and are fun to read aloud or silently. 

 • A favorite book that your child has read multiple times is an easy     
    book. 
 • Your child knows, and can understand every word. 
 • Your child reads the book easily and smoothly. 
 
Just Right Books: Just Right Books help children learn the most as they 
provide just enough challenge without frustrating your child. Your child 
should be able to figure out almost all the words and understand what is going 
on in the text. 
 
• Your child is interested in the book. 
• Your child can tell you what is happening in the story (beyond what is in the                            

illustrations). 
Your child has to only occasionally reread parts of the text to understand it. 
• There may be 1 or 2 words on a page that your child needs help reading. 
• Most rereading is smooth, choppy reading occurs only occasionally. 
 
 
Hard Books: Hard Books can do more harm than good. If your child selects a 
book that is too difficult for him/her you can suggest reading it later when it 
becomes a “Just Right Book” or read it aloud to him/her. 
 • Your child is interested in this book. 
 • Your child is confused about what is happening. 
 • Your child can only tell what is happening in the illustrations 
 • Your child has difficulty understanding the book even after    
    rereading passages. 
 • Your child needs a lot of help to read the words, reading is   
    choppy and inaccurate. 
 
Five-Finger Rule:  a way to identify a “Just Right Book” 
Have your child read aloud the first few pages (20 to 100 words). If your child 
has difficulty reading 5% of the words (1 out of 20 or 5 out of 100) this book 
is too hard for your child. If your child can smoothly and correctly read 95% 
of the words (19 out of 20 or 95 out of 100) then this is most likely a “Just 
Right Book.” Ask your child to tell you what that portion of the story was 
about. If he/she can retell what he/she has read with understanding then this is 
a “Just Right Book.” 

 

 
 
All families with children 
turning three over the next 
three months are encouraged to 
register for screenings with the 
Preschool Early Intervention 
Team at Cherry Brook Primary 
School. Current dates for the 
screening are October 13 and 
November 17 at 9:30 am. To 
register call 693-7765. 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

PICTURE DAY IS 
COMING 

OCTOBER 1 
PLEASE MAKE 

SURE YOU 
ENCLOSE 

PAYMENT IN PICTURE ENVELOPE AND 
SEND WITH YOUR CHILD THE DAY OF 

PICTURES. 
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News from the PTO 

Thank you to the many parents and 
teachers who attended the first PTO 
meeting. There were many new 
faces and we were happy to see lots 
of returning families. 

We had a great meeting in which we all brainstormed goals for 
the upcoming year. We will vote on the following goals at our 
next meeting: 
More technology in the classroom (i.e. smart boards, portable 
tablets). 
- Improvements to the courtyard area: benches, outdoor        
teaching area. 
- More family events (game nights, movie nights). 
 -Increasing school spirit through CBPS t-shirts or water 
bottles. 
If you were unable to make the last meeting, the minutes are 
available at our website: 
www.CantonSchools.org/cbps/pto.shtml 
Reminder: Our next PTO meeting will be Tuesday, October 
13th at 7pm in the cafeteria. We will be voting on the above 
goals. Please join us…all who attend have a vote. Come along 
and bring a friend. 
Thank you to all the people who have returned the PTO 
membership forms as well as those who have purchased 
directories. It’s not too late to order a directory. Funds raised 
from membership and the directory are used by the PTO to 
enrich your child’s education whether through new technology 
or field trips or events like the Chinese Acrobats. All children 
at Cherry Brook benefit from the PTO. 
You do not have to be a PTO member to attend meetings or to 
volunteer at PTO events. We welcome all CBPS families at 
PTO events. Any level of participation is greatly appreciated. 
Don’t forget to return your Jeannine forms by September 28th. 
There are many great items available this year and orders can 
be placed online at www.Jeannine.biz . Get your holiday 
shopping done early! 
Thank you to Randy & Kathleen Miller for organizing this 
wonderful fundraiser. 

Upcoming Events: 
Book Fair- October 26-30th Mark your calendars for the fall 
book fair, a favorite among children and parents at Cherry 
Brook. There will be many opportunities for purchasing 
Scholastic books for your family as well as enjoying some fun 
family events.  
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NOTES FROM THE NURSE 
Call the health room at 693-7649 or 
send an email to 
bfrais@cantonschools.org, if your 
child is sick or absent for any reason. Please leave a 
detailed message of your child’s symptoms. Please 
report if your child has a fever greater than 100, 
accompanied by a sore throat, cough or body aches. 
Students should be fever free for 24 hours before 
returning to school. We are working diligently to take 
proactive measures to control and minimize flu-like 
activity and sickness at CBPS this fall and winter. 
 

Is it a cold and or an allergy? 
 Below are some of the differences between a common 
cold and “seasonal allergies”: 

·  A fever usually does not exist with a cold or 
allergy. 

·  If your child has a runny nose with a constant 
clear drainage, itchy eyes and mild sore throat, 
it is most likely allergies.  

·  If your child has a thick “technicolor” nasal 
drainage, constantly runny and/or stuffy nose 
and your child is generally not feeling well, 
with no appetite, tired and cranky, head-achy, 
then your child may have a cold.   Keep your 
child home for 24 hours and give your child 
time to rest and feel better before sending them 
back to school. 

 

A cold can typically last a week to ten days. If it lasts 
longer than two weeks then you should consult with 
your child’s pediatrician for treatment. Please review 
with your son/daughter how to blow their nose, discard 
the tissue, and wash hands thoroughly with an 
antibacterial soap. 

  

Medication at school can only be administered with a 
medical authorization form completed by your 
pediatrician. Forms can be obtained in the health room 
or from your pediatrician. 
Medication is not allowed to be carried in student’s 
backpacks. 
Medication must be brought in and picked up by an 
adult. 
Cough drops are not allowed at school, as they could 
be a choking hazard. 
 



 

 

Before sending in any snacks to be shared in class, check 
with your child’s teacher about food allergies, especially, 
peanut/tree nut allergies. Please call or send in a list of 
ingredients to be checked by the nurse, before the event. 
 
Annual Hearing and Vision testing is in progress for all 
classes. 
 

Beverly Frais RN, CBPS Nurse 
 

 
ACTION STEPS FOR PARENTS TO PROTECT YOUR 
CHILD & FAMILY FROM THE FLU THIS SCHOOL 
YEAR 

·  Practice good hand hygiene by washing your hands 
often with soap and water. 

·  Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you 
cough or sneeze. 

·  Stay home if you or your child is sick for at least 24 
hours. 

·  Get your family vaccinated 
 
 
 
 

MATH & 
SCIENCE 
 
The students at CBPS 
have been working 
very hard since the 
beginning of school to 
sharpen their math 
skills from last year 
and begin developing 
new ones.  The 
Everyday Math 

program which we use as a tool to deliver our 
curriculum is designed to introduce new skills one year, 
reinforce the skill the following year and assess the 
student’s mastery of the skill the third year.  Student 
assessments are divided into two parts.  “Part A” 
assesses the secure skills that students have been 
working with for 2-3 years, and “Part B” assesses the 
new skills that students have been introduced to this 
year.  If you have any questions about your child’s math 
assessments, please contact your child’s teacher or me.   
 
Activities to support math at home 
Grade 1 Have your child create a number line (0-
15) outside with sidewalk chalk.  Call out a number and 
have your child jump on that number.  Make up 
directions such as “Hop to the number that is two less” 
or “Jump to the number that is four more.”  After you 

have given your child several directions, have them call 
out directions while you jump.   
 
Another activity to develop your child’s understanding 
of “greater than” and “less than” is to play the card game 
“War.”  Divide a deck of cards evenly between you and 
your child.  Each player turns one card over and 
compares the cards.  The player with the larger number 
takes both cards.  Continue playing until the deck has 
been used.  You can change the rules and have the player 
with the smaller number take the cards for variation. 
 
Grade 2 Use the family calendar to discuss the 
number of months in a year, weeks in a month, and days 
in a week.  Count how many days, weeks or months 
until a special event such as a birthday or holiday. 
 
Grade 3 Make combinations of bills and coins 
using money from your wallet or child’s piggy bank.  
Have your child write the amount shown using a dollar 
sign and a decimal point. 
3 dollar bills, 2 quarters and 5 pennies would be written: 

$3.30 
 

If you have any comments, questions or concerns please 
contact me at ldeltano@cantonschools.org 
Lisa Deltano 
K-6 Math/Science Coordinator 
 
 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
OCTOBER 1  SCHOOL PICTURES 
 
OCTOBER 7  CONNECTICUT PARENT ADVOCACY CENTER WORKSHOP 
    Cherry Brook School ~ 7:00 - 9:00 PM 
 
OCTOBER 12  NO SCHOOL ~ COLUMBUS DAY 
 
OCTOBER 13  PRESCHOOL EARLY INTERVENTION SCREENING 
    9:30 AM 
 
OCTOBER 13  PTO MEETING ~ 7:00 PM 
 
OCTOBER 20  FLATBREAD FUNDRAISER 
 
OCTOBER 26 - 30 PTO BOOK FAIR 
 
OCTOBER 28  EARLY RELEASE ~ Professional Development 

- AM Pre-K 9:00 – 11:00 �� PM Pre-K 11:00 – 1:00 
- AM Kindergarten 8:35 – 10:45 �� PM Kindergarten 10:50 – 1:00 
- Grades 1-3 8:35 – 1:00 

 
 
 
 

Included in this newsletter is our Adequate Yearly Progress Statues based on the 2009 Connecticut Mastery 
Test.  This measures students’ performances as mandated by the No Child Left Behind Act.  Once again CBPS 
has achieved AYP targets in all areas.  

 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents: 

 

Welcome to the start of a new school year and another year of A+ Bonus Bucks.  Starting October 

9, 2009 through March 25, 2010, Cherry Brook Primary School will have the opportunity to earn 

cash through Stop&Shop A+ Bonus Bucks Program. 

 

All you have to do is: 

Log on to www.stopandshop.com/aplus to register online 

 OR  

Dial 1-877-275-2758 to register your card over the phone 

 

After you register your card, each shopping trip at Stop&Shop using your Stop&Shop Card earns 

CASH for our school!  Each month, the amount of CASH awarded will be updated on the 

Stop&Shop website.  You can track the amount of points you earn for our school by checking your 

grocery receipt and online when you create an account at stopandshop.com.  Our school will 

receive a check at the end of the program.  The money can be used for any of our school’s 

educational needs. 

 

Remember, even if you registered your card last year, you must re-register this year for our 

school to receive credit. Attending to this simple process makes a HUGE difference to our school. 

We need your support.   

Please be sure to register your card to benefit Cherry Brook Primary School using ID #05822. 

 

 

Also, don’t forget to encourage your friends and relatives to do the same.  It 

could mean the world to our children. 
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